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Petition to Release XU Na and 

Others - Who have been Jailed in China 

due to their religious beliefs and their 

execution of their freedom of expression 

Since our previous update, Beijing-based artist 

Ms. XU Na, who has been detained since July 

2020, has been given a heavy 8 years 

sentence, while her co-defendants also 

received 2-5 years sentences (for more details 

please refer to the appendix). All this just a 

few weeks prior to the beginning of Beijing 

Winter Olympics. This is the 3rd time she has 

been convicted – with the first conviction 

occurring in her early 30s. Should she serve 

out this sentence, she will have spent at least 

16 years of her life in Chinese jail, and she 

may not survive until the day she can walk out 

of prison free when she is 60.  

There is a saying amongst the Chinese: 

Freedom of Expression is granted to each 

person in China, but only once; your freedom 

is lost after you speak out once. 

Xu’s friend, the lawyer Xie Yanyi, wrote letters 

appealing to many, including Qi Jiang, the 

head of Political and Legal Affairs Commission 

(政法委) of Beijing; Zhao Jun, head of 

Dongcheng supreme Court; He Fang, 

Dongcheng District Chief Procuratorate. Xie 

has tried to pinpoint the unlawful facts in Xu’s 

case to argue Xu’s case is a typical “man-made 

case” by the local police, who exaggerated 

and escalated the facts to “create” a “criminal 

group” (supposedly led by Xu) to strip 

freedom from these 11 individuals and 

destroy 11 families. Xie was never granted a 

defendant position in Xu’s case. 

Xu’s assigned defendant lawyer Liang Xiaojun 

recently had his legal practising license 

revoked due to his support to religious 

defendants and “negative” publicity on 

overseas media towards Chinese 

government’s doctrines. China is 

unfortunately entering this vicious cycle: 

Lawyers who are willing to represent the 

venerable group (including other lawyers who 

were jailed or license revoked), face the same 

risk (imprisonment or losing legal practising 

license) themselves. There will be a day there 

will be no lawyers left to represent this group, 

that the defendant system to support 

dissidents will be totally vanished. China is on 

the brink of becoming an entirely 

homogeneous totalitarian society. even worse 

what we are witnessing today. 

Xu’s case had been returned back to the 

police for 3rd time, to gather more substantial 

evidence before a final verdict will be 

provided.  

Under the Chinese legal system of “ guilty 

unless proven innocent”, we fear severe and 

inhumane punishments to Xu and her co-

defendants.   

The Chinese law often set a quantitative 

measure such as certain number of copies of 

illegal books, digital files to determine the 

suspect’s crime and justify their jail sentences. 

With the arrest quotas given to the police 

force, Chinese police are not above 

manipulating evidence to justify arrests. In 

2008, Xu was sentenced to 3 years after 

evidence was tampered with. Knowing these 

patterns, we have tried to reach out a number 

of human rights organizations and overseas 

media as we believe the Chinese police will 

most likely "find" (or create) sufficient 

evidence to put Xu Na back behind bars.  

 

While the world had turned its focus on 

Xinjiang and Hong Kong issues, we must not 

forget the suppression of freedom of 

expression in mainland China, in every cities 

and towns is getting worse, and the 

authority’s most hated religious group often 
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receives the harshest punishment, in terms of 

jail time and the treatment while they were 

serving their terms.  

Our lack of attention implies their suffering is 

not happening and they are not part of the 

world which we live in. Xu has experienced 

years of prison, and even more years of living 

under surveillance. Despite that, her clear 

conscious fuels her to take non-stop action,  

relentlessly providing generous support to the 

under-privileged communities, regardless 

their religion. Xu has never confessed about 

her religious beliefs in exchange of more 

comfortable living conditions, she believes 

lying may free one’s body, but never free 

one’s mind. 

 

Who is Xu Na? Why Has She Constantly Been 

Put in Jail?  

Xu Na was a rising young poet in the late 80s, 

actively involved in the Poetry Society at 

Peking University during her university days 

and published poetry in top journals in China. 

She had a personal friendship with Hai Zi – a 

notable figure in the Chinese poetry circle.  

After graduating from the Communication 

University of China (formerly known Beijing 

Broadcasting Institute)– well-known for 

training media talents as the Communist 

Party’s “mouth piece”—Xu chose to became a 

freelance painter, quickly rising in the artists’ 

circle in Beijing. 

Xu was married to Yu Zhou, a French 

literature graduate from Peking University, 

who later become a musician.  

Both Xu Na and Yu Zhou became Falungong 

believers in the late 90s and their lives 

changed dramatically from that point 

onwards, as FLG was announced as an illegal 

cult by the Chinese government in July 1999.  

They both emerged from their “elite artists’ 

circle” and went out of their way to help their 

fellow practitioners who came to Beijing to 

appeal and protest. Many of those who came 

to Beijing were laid off state-owned factory 

workers, farmers and people who had health 

issues. Their home hosted many of these 

strangers who otherwise had nowhere else to 

live in Beijing home. Both of them were in and 

out of detention centres multiple times. XU 

served her first five years term of prison 

where she was putting through severe 

physical and mental punishment in order to 

push her to “transform” – abandon her 

beliefs. Rely on her inner spiritual world, XU 

survived solitary confinement, hanger strike 

and attempt suicide (against her own 

religion).  

Jan 2008, during the pre-Olympic social clean 

up, Xu Na and Yu Zhou were both arrested 

again while driving home from a concert. To 

protest, Yu Zhou started a hunger strike. 11 

days into their detainment, Xu was told of Yu 

Zhou’s death, at age of 42. The exact time and 

reason of death are still unknown today, an 

autopsy was made impossible to the families.  

Xu Na, refusing to sign the death certificate, 

unwilling to accept the proposal of not 

investigating her husband’s death, received 

another 3 years of sentence.  
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Freedom of Expression & Freedom of 

Religious Beliefs  

It has been extremely disappointing for Xu’s 

family and friends to see how little attention 

Human Rights Organizations have given this 

case, while cases like jailed independent 

Wuhan Journalists Zhang Zhan and Chen 

Shiqiu (who now has been freed) have 

received public attention. Many of us  do not 

share Xu’sr religious beliefs but respect her 

choice and admiring her as a kind hearted, 

strong-minded and extremely talented 

individual. 

 

Xu’s life in prison and under surveillance has 

led her to witness the evil side of human 

nature, but also give her the power to unleash 

the compassion of each human being she 

encounters. While Xu was still in prison, she 

risked her own safety relentlessly reporting 

the torture and abuse of other inmates; she 

was compassionate to everyone around her, 

including those who had betrayed her trust, 

mentally and physically tortured her.  

She often helps others who needs spiritual or 

financial support, friends, acquaintances or 

people she barely knows.  She respects other 

people’s ways of living, choices of faith, in a 

hope that the others will accept hers.  

She sees a society without any worship would 

be swallowed by the wave consumption and 

materialism, no one would fear any 

consequences of losing their soul.  

Xu has built an extraordinary tolerance to 

hardship; with a strong sense of individuals 

are all victims of their own cognition and 

environment, she has no enemies.  Many 

former prison guards and inmates were 

touched by her unwavering, peaceful, non-

hateful mind and the generous support she is 

willing to provide to everyone. 

Violation of Human Rights  

Article 35 of the 1982 Constitution proclaims 

that "citizens of the People's Republic of China 

enjoy freedom of speech, of the press, of 

assembly, of association, of procession, and of 

demonstration. 

Article 36 of the Constitution stipulates that 

"citizens of the PRC enjoy freedom of religious 

belief”, both are far from what Xu Na and 

many others have experienced.  

Xu Na has never been interested in politics, 

her religion injected her with the principle 
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that believing God’s power is above human 

governance, and no practitioner should get 

tangled in any political power struggle. If she 

is battling authority in anyway, it is only 

because of the oppression.  

As a religious person, she only wishes to have 

the freedom of carrying on the belief she and 

her fellow practitioners have chosen, and 

permitted the actions required to honour her 

beliefs, including practising religious rituals 

and spreading the truth. As a photographer, 

capturing the reality and showing the realty to 

the world is the duty as a professional, more 

of obligation to her living philosophy. As an 

artist, she wishes all artists can access books, 

movies and other information openly and can 

express themselves freely, wishing for the end 

of self-censorship, so that creativity might 

truly blossom without fear. 

Xu’s paintings have always depicted a world 

erected with light and warmth, she has always 

been able to overcome her own dark 

experiences, diminish any hatred, and bring 

her audience a sense of hope. All of us who 

have contributed to this letter look forward to 

seeing the arrival of that world, on her canvas, 

and beyond.  

Thank you for reading this petition letter. It is 

a long, incessant struggle for people from 

different cultural and religious backgrounds to 

seek equality and justice. What we have 

realized is that our history has not only been 

bookmarked by Mahatma Gandi’s non-

violence resistance movement, Martin Luther 

King Jr’s disobedience campaign, but also  

changed by Rosa Louise Parker’s single 

gesture on segregated public transport, by 

plays and theaters filled by Václav Havel and 

other Czech artists in the 1989 Prague. Not 

everyone can take an extraordinary journey 

but each of us can surely take a few steps 

forward.  

 

We hope Xu Na and all the other prisoners 

who are jailed for their faith and conscience 

can be set free as soon as possible. We 

recognize this may not be achievable 

straightway, but at least we can let this outcry 

be heard. We can spread our messages far 

and wide, resonate with many other voices 

who have been silenced, take action towards 

creating a freer world, in which all of us and 

our children live. " 

 

We look forward to hearing from you, 

    

Courage and resistance 

 

The Family, Friends and Acquaintances of  

Xu Na 

 

In fear of repercussion, for security and 

privacy reasons, this petition won’t be 

publishing the names of those who have been 

supporting this. Although this is focusing on 

Xu Na’s case, we hope it can also represent 

many other “Xu-Nas” whose family and voices 

have been silenced. 

Dec 2021 

 

 

www.freena.org 
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“I cannot remain silent to seek self-benefits, it 

would go against the belief I have been 

withholding, against any moral standard with 

a conscious. I believe no human being can live 

without moral judgement, even when it 

comes to factors far from their day-to-day 

lives, it’s an unescapable responsibility of all 

human beings. –  Xu Na 

 

Timeline of Xu Na 

1991  

Graduated from the Beijing Broadcasting Institute 

(Today the Communications University of China) 

2001-2006 

Served 5 years prison time due to her religious beliefs 

2007 

Held 2008-2011 

Served 3 years prison due to her religious beliefs 

2020 – now, detention centre, trialled for “disruption of 

the law” (providing COVID photos to overseas media) 

2022 

Sentenced to 8 years in prison 

 

 

                

     

Extracts from Xu Na’s Preface for her 

Painting Exhibition: 

…. If there is one thing I was able to perceive 

about visual arts, is that the empty space of a 

picture, often helps establish the main object 

in the painting; similar to the world in which 

we live in and the world we know, often 

determined by the world we don’t know.  

… While living in a life that is inhuman, death 

seemed became an absolute luxury; There 

were times I was eager to search for ways to 

embrace death, even it was against my 

religion. Compared to death, an easy way to 

relieve, I was more fear of being swirled into 

the madness, in which telling the truth is being 

punished and spreading lies will set you in 

ease.  

In those painful and slow passing days and 

years, arts and philosophy were totally absent, 

communications with the loved ones were cut 

off, every bit of basic human needs and dignity 

became benevolence. In those long, dark, 

lonely days and nights, only God could shine 

lights upon me, he kept me going.  

There was a time I can see the purple cherry 

plum leaves through my tiny window from the 

3rd floor.  Locked up in the bare and cold wall 

for days, I reach out my hand through the 

metal window bars, imagining I could touch a 

piece of leaf. I knew it was not possible, the 

tree was too far away and I was not permitted 

to go out. I can only dream on the feeling of 

touching a piece of nature. One morning I 

woke up under a ray of sunshine, between the 

bars, there were several purple leaves 

shinning like crystal, God had asked the wind 

last night to send them to me. God continuous 

took care of me.  

With that shining light in my dark days, 

standing in the middle of the prison square 

surrounded by high-walls, I suddenly had a 

vision to allow me appreciating Chinese 

calligraphy painting - the beauty of spacing 

and emptiness surrounding the mountains and 

waters, in which way I never resonate well in 

my art studio. I used to watch jealously the 

magpies can flew in and out the wall. One 
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day, I no longer envy the magpies, I knew from 

that moment that I had created a land of 

freedom in my own mind.  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

       



7 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 



8 | P a g e  

 

 

 



9 | P a g e  

 

 

 

Appendix I. 

Verdict on Ms. XU Na and her co-defendants: 

• Artist and poet Xu Na (53 y/o, female), 

sentenced to 8 years 

• Li Zongze (28, male), 5 years 

• Zheng Yujie (28, female), 5 years 

• Li Lixin (27, male), 5 years 

• Zheng Yanmei (31, female), 4 years 

• Deng Jingjing (29, female), 4 years 

• Zhang Renfei (27, female), 4 years 

• Liu Qiang (43, male), 4 years 

• Meng Qingxia (49, female), 4 years 

• Li Jiaxuan (28, female), 2 years 

• Jiao Mengjiao (31, female), 2 years 


